Operetta

Der 7. Himmel in Vierteln

Libretto: Franzobel

Music: Max Nagl

Characters and Plot

Elmar Huppenkothen, the president of „Tübsdrüüh“ is not interested in state business. The biggest love of his life is his dog, Doberman-woman, which  makes him a “zoophile”, who dreams of a better world  where man and animal are equal.

Nancy, his wife, who is no spring chicken,  is lonely because Elmar only loves his dog. Facelifting and  liposuction  no longer work, her  skin is getting thinner and fat is spreading at an alarming rate.  She is searching for love and passion, but despite these desires  she will not accept the propositons of love  from the caretaker.

Kalafati works in  the office of the president as Elmar`s  personal secretary. He is a „sleeper“, a  suicide bomber, who has an order to bomb the president´s palace.

George Huppenkothen, Elmars father, is a conservative politician  who thinks democracy is a fussy form of dictatorship. George is a patriot from his heart, but has a girlfriend from the opposite  political party. Her name is

Jaqulin,  active environmentalist, her main job veterinarian.

Then there is still Surm: He is the caretaker of the president´s palace, as part of a social program. Sometimes he thinks he is  the president himself, sometimes he thinks he is a pig.

---------------------

The operetta begins  early  one morning in the president´s palace. Everybody is asleep except Nancy, who can´t  sleep that night because she is so lonely,  and Kalafati, who has to feed the Doberman-woman every morning at five with sweets and pieces of sirloin. Elmar is sleeping in the dog kennel after a night of passion.

While Kalafati is feeding the dog  he realises  how many schools and hospitals one could  build with all the money he has to spend on the dog. His is so angry  that he strangles the dog in the heat of passion. Things have to go fast now if  he wants to be a suicide killer in the name of Allah to get his reward of 72 virgins.

Nancy appears in the president´s office,  sees the dead dog and thinks that Kalafati strangled the dog because he loves her so much. He plays along with the game because he hopes that Nancy could be useful to him.  Meanwhile, Elmar wakes  up and comes to the office. Nancy and Kalafati escape and Elmar sings  about how dangerous it is to be a president. He is afraid to get assassinated and all in all the whole fuss bothers him.

George, who is sleeping on the roof of the palace in a military tent, rises the Tübsdrüüh flag and starts his morning exercises. Then he goes to the president´s office and explains to Elmar how  a president should  behave and what he should  care about. Elmar misses his doberman-woman  and starts to look for her. Kalafati, meanwhile, has put her in the basement of the palace.

George goes on to the roof again and looks through his  binoculars for enemies.

Surm, the caretaker, who right now thinks he is the president, enters the office.

At this very  moment Jaqulin, the enviromental  activist,  comes abseiling from a helicopter into  the president´s office. She thinks Surm is the president and starts to slap his face, while dumping left-party slogans on him. 

Finally, Kalafati comes and explains the mistake.  Surm exits.

Kalafati finds out  that Jaqulin is a veterinarian and  convinces her to place  a bomb in the belly of the dog by telling her it is a remote control.  With this he can make the dog walk again. Otherwise the president would destroy the environment if he found  out that the dog was dead. Jaqulin, not realising  that she is building a bomb that will blow them all up, agrees.

Nancy, who is watching from afar , thinks that Kalafati is in love with Jaqulin. When Kalafati tells her that that is nonsense she remains jealous just in order to feel something. She starts to talk with Surm, who stands in the shadows, because she thinks he is Elmar. When she finds out who he is she throws him out.

Jaqulin comes back because she has forgotten her gun. This leads to a “Weiberwatschentanz (womanslappingdance)” between the first lady and Jaqulin.

George tries to intervene.. He also gets slapped  before  the two women cool themselves down. He orders Jaqulin to begin operating on the dead dog. Now Surm appears and proclaims  his love for Nancy, who rejects him. A crazy caretaker who is  the only one who loves her, clarifies to her the misery of her entire life.  After her hysterical fit  Kalafati confides in her that he is a suicide murderer,  and at the new years party will blow up the whole palace. He promises her an afterlife free of wrinkles with lots of attractive  men in “heaven”. She agrees because in this life she has nothing to lose anyway. Exit Nancy.

Elmar appears, looking for his dog. Kalafati tells Elmar that it was Surm, believing he was  the president, who killed his dog because he urinated on his leg. Elmar has a nervous breakdown and wants to kill himself. Kalafati is afraid that, if Elmar kills himself, he will lose his ticket to paradise and the 72 virgins, and advises him against it. He tells Elmar that due to a genetic manipulation by a veterinarian, the dog will be alive at the  New Year party. Elmar exits happily

2.Act:
In Kalafatis basement Jaqulin inserts the bomb into the Doberman-woman. Kalafati is also there. Right in the moment when Jaqulin starts to question the whole thing, George appears with flowers, sweets, jewels and clothes (for patriotic reasons, all made in Tübsdrüüh) and gives them to Jaqulin. Kalafatti and George agree to keep silent about the fact that  the president is sleeping with  an environmental activist who illegally entered the office to beat up the president,  and that he, George, caught the president´s bodyguard conspiring with  Jaqulin. George invites Jaqulin to the New Year party. They leave arm in arm. Nancy appears and Kalafati convinces her of his  plan for paradise. Kalafati leaves her alone. Surm arrives  thinking he is a pig. He makes preparations for  the party while Nancy gets systematically drunk.

3. Act

New Years party. Everybody enters one at a time. Elmar cannot wait until his dead dog opens her eyes. George wants to tell everybody that he has an illegitimate son. Kalafati tries to activate  the bomb via his remote control but it fails. Jaqulin realises what is happening and attempts  to stop him. Nancy just sits there with a beatific face and waits for the wrinkle-free, man-filled paradise. Right at the moment when George wants to tell everybody about his illegitimate son, Surm ignites  the bomb and everything explodes in illuminated magnificence.

4.Act

Being  an operetta, it must have a happy end at no cost. So, the 4th act is in 7th heaven. Only one thing can be said: All wishes are fulfilled.  Everybody is happy!?

program notes: Michael Scheidl (director) 

translated by Anne Harvey-Nagl

